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Women MunitonWorkers Busy RightFicre

Thousands of All Nationalities Employed in Jersey Under Excellent Conditions and at
Good Wages, With Patriotism Inspiring Many to Highest Effort

SETNTRAY

By ELEANOR BOOTH SIMMONS.
NGLAND has nothing on America
E now—not in the matter of women
in the munitions factories anyhow.

Wiale we have the fullest sympathy
with our allics and were heartily glad
that Jane Bull was measuring so nobly
up to the task set her for making fuses
and shells and explosives for John Bull
to fire at tiw DBuche there has been in
this eountry just a httie feeling of envy,
just a little shune that American womes
were so slow 1o wake to what the great
war should mean to them.  Knitting and
gelling thrift stamps and preserving fruit
for the soldiers is all very well, but there's
gruvmer work for the women if they are
to he a really effective second line of
defence,

Well, now thes're waking up. Three
thousand of them, over in the plant of
the Intermational Arms and Fuse Com-
pany at Bloomfield, N. J., are broad
awake, working away with all ther
might nine hours a day in those grimy,
noisy buildings set in the gray and barren
Jersey flats. No glamour lights up that
work, no military bands, no marching in
uniforms with bnght buttons—there is
none of the pomp and panoply of war.
Just steady work for a fair living wage
and the incentive of knowing they are
belping their Unele Sam.

On the other hand the buildings are
lighter and more sanitary than is the
average shirtwaist or hat factory, the air
is better than the air the Kast Side factory
worker breathes, and the minimum pay

is $11.98 a week, with the possibility, for demoeracy of labor. -
girls who ean learn to operate turret Workers Well Safeguarded.
lathes, of caming up to $36 a week or so. The officials do all that men can de
All Nationalities Apply. to keep the place as it should be. Not
It is a mixed and various erowd that long ugo a man opened a hotel across the
streams ewery morning at 7 o'clock from |, way. _.\lfuur Hawkins became convineed
the boarding houses of Bloomfield and that his influence was doubtful, aml now
Newark, and from New York by way of the hotel hm-pvr. has been ox?ed:lmusi__v
the tube, into those low buildings shut in removed and a Younz Won:tefns l“nfl:'tt".l'lﬂ
by fences and barred and gumded gates. replaces the botel. There 270 girls ean
About every nationality under the sun is be.mtmi at onee, and -Iw_u the noom
there—Italians and French, Serbinns and whistle 'hiuws that eafeteria is some
Rumanians and Lithnanians, English and ﬂ‘l'll'lr:::is e s
: 3 . e b - E
;b::::) ;:d(;l:;l:;n ssl-rmghl. Americans, and d weu_.n' — - -
The CGermans generally apply under e . ] until the '\. W. C. A. enlarges its aec-
gome name intended to hide their nn- Drilling key pin holes in fuses. commodations many of the women bave
tionality, a bit of camouflage that dow=n’t . ) ! ) to bring their own lanches. Tlle:\' seem
work, for every applicant is earefully jn- (rerman Zeppelins we are always expect-  Tall and vigorous, she stood in the content to do this, and at noontime sit
vestigated. . ing were to come over h_r-rn to quh ns grimy smock that hid ler dress, grasping around in Imncbes in the 'orhmm'
It would be nsking too much of course 1hey would bave a hard time locating the  the sp_-okm Pf the wheel, turning it deftly, munching sandwiches and chstttrmg
to expeet that the majority of these womu- plant of the International Arms and Fuse waleching with an eagle eye as the machine Matrons, one for every ‘umt-, move A
en had gone into munitions making from Company. It spreads over a lot of ground the hollow place in the tube of about, and the atmosphere is mice and
motives of pure patriotism. 1 ruther got gronnd—ground is not valuuble in that brass and the oil epurted out and the fm:ndl\ Smhmu there are "‘In.g
the ides that they had done so when T part of New Jersey—but none of the flakes of braw drupped at her feel. sings” in the evening, and St. Plfl'lt!il -
dropped in one Suturduy morning at the buildings is more than one story, and  “It must be Bne“to think you're help- day some of them had an gl green festiv-
municipal employment place at 53 Lafay-  with their dull gray tints they melt at a ing the war along,” I said to her. ity, a supper which they altended with
ette street, which was being used as a re- little distance right into the dull gray “Oh, T don't know,” she said noncha- shamrocks in their belts. They have a
cruiting station for munitions workers.  earth. o lantly. “We gﬂ”sﬂﬂ money at this— trench paper too, ediled by Miss Annie
The first girl I struck was a pretty  The whole thing is arranged oo the that's what I Like. e !'ulbns,and'nﬁenibony by talent in-
Scotch girl, who said her name was unit system. One Imndrvld mﬂs—?r one Well, I 'l}'IOI:IgM. what did it matter? side thcf factory. L
Wilkie, and sbe had two brothers at the hundred men—make a unir, and tbis unit  She was doing her work well, she was . Looking at those girls it is hard to real-
front, ard she wanted to do something works in a room of its own, aparl from turning out a large number each day of ize that they are wm such a sericus
to help the war. The next I talked with the rest. So if there were an cxprwion  those litth hrn.m t:nbfs threaded at both hn.fnnn-ss. Some are serious and gray
was Georgetle Blangy, a French dancer of powder it wouldn't spread far; but ends-i_. and wiat did it matter what Ler h?m-d, hl_:t m;m;ust girh, saney and
whose daneing days were over beeause as a matter of fact there are svlrm!: ex- motive w?si » . l:'gl?- with t!mr hair fnx:wd and ear-
the had hart her kneeceap, and she didn't plosions and the ehance of dal:lger is al- It is highly _nrltuug, Elns work at th.e rings drpmdm_g from tbeu- ears. But
eare because her sweetheart, George Thi-  most nil. Very little powder is brough® lathes. The girls haven t been t.!\,mg it what du the -fnxm matter if they work
baud, who used to drive in automobile m at a time. long, but they asked Major Hawking if well with their hands?—and they do.
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Rumania, the Belgium of the Balkans, May Yet Survive -.
(Continued [rom page fifteen.) eonquer and administer the affairs of the withstood all the invasions of the bar- doors of_ the muwruuﬂ !riIl be‘opcned..
= Balkans. barians, have weathered the terrible Turk, The nation will come to life agam.
Should the power of the Magyars grow the onslaught of the Magyars, the re-  For it is inconceivable that the allies -

speaking Rumanian or for wearing their
pational eostumes. Still the best of Ru-
manian literature was writlen by the
Transylvanians and their poels sang the
pational aspirations of the country.

Such a reunion of the “GCinta latina”
will bring a new era of eivilization to the
Orient with Bucharest as the centre of
its enlture.

But by far the greatest danger, even
greater than that of the Teutons, to
Europe, not alone to the Balkans, looms
from Hungary. Pried loose from Austria,
the Magyars, cousins of the Turks, ?'1]1
aguin return to their arrogant imperial-
ism started by Mathias Corvinus, King of
Hungary from 1458 to 1490. Since the
time of Szeehanyi, in the early nineteenth
century, the Magyars believed themselves
eapable of denationalizing the lesser peo-
ples in their immediate neighborhood so

that they might have the honor gf shar-

ing in the triumph of Magyarism, It
always was the ambition of Hungary to
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ranees at Sheepshead Ray, hus gone to pur-
sue the Boehe in an airship, and she
couldu’t be happy doing anything that
linadn't something to do with the war.

Then there were hittle, frail old ladies,
burning with the wish to serve, who when
they were turned down by the examiners
beeanse they were past the age Limit, in-
sisted on going over o Bloomfield to see
il the authorities there wouldn’t be less
ard hearted.  Yes, there was a line crop
of patriotism at 53 Lafayette streeet, and
when I went over to Bloomtield the next
week 1 expected to find that factory
manned and womaned with 6,00 work
ers, male and female, all with one great
motive in common, the motive of serviug
Unele Sam. :

An inconspicuous place it is. 1f those

“We bring it by the teacenp from Crow
ILill, where our magazines are,” laughed
Major Ilawkins. *“The women handle
very little of it.  They fill the small fuses
with powder, but it is the men who dll
the Lheavy shells, and even they need have
no aceidents if they are reasonably eare-
ful. Sometimes they let the table get
covered with puwder and drop a steel tool
on it—and then there’s a flash and a
blowup, and maybe a man gets Lis bhands
and eyebrows singed. Dut the lire ean
be confined to the one small room.”

Well, as [ said, I went to Bloomfcid
expecting to find a lot of women who had
thronged to the work out of patriotism
and npothing else. 1 got my first jolt
when [ stopped to talk to a pretty girl
wlo was operating a turret luthe.

as a consequence of this war the danger
to the development of Rumania will grow
in like proportions. The Magyars are
the most militaristic nation of Europe.
Conquest is in their very blood. They
are the Teutons of the Balkans.

Even a slight perusual of history is
enough to eonvinee one of their danger-
ous character. Docile and arrogant, ab-
jeet slaves, though horrible masters, stu-
pid yet canning, they have drenched
Europe in blood more than once. The
only nation they ever lived with on
friendly terms was Turkey, to whose in-
vasion they readily submitted, allowing
the Crescent to fly over their citadels,

PPoor Rumanians! The only Latm peo-
ple in the Balkans! Surrounded by so
many different races! Each jealous of the
other and all jealous of Rumania!

But whatever the future may yet hold
in store for them, the Rumaniuns eannot
be absorbed by any other pation. They
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they couldn’t try, and they seem to be
making good. 1 didn’t wonder uf the
flush of enthosiasm on the fuee o the
tall young girl I talked with. Sl seomed
to admut that it was hand,

“Is just goud healtly exereise,” she
eried.  “You go ont of bere at night like
a child that’s been plaxing all duy. And
sleep—how 1 do sleep! 1 don't believe I
turn over once all night™

Most of the work isn’t so exciling. bul
on the other band most of the girls don™®
have to stand—they ean mt down ab
tables in well ventilated roomss all day
In groups of one hundred they sit drilimg
tiny holes with eleetrically driven {ools
in the cylinders of brass that are to bee
come primers. =

It’s disappointing to find that so few
of the girls dress the part. The English
girls look so nice in the pictures of them
in workmanlike smocks and eaps. A few
of the Bloomfield workers satisty expectas
tions in delighifully grimy smocks ow
long gingham aprons, and while the lag-
ter are obviously adapted for the
kitclien they look better than just a gid-
ish dress, -

It’s the eollege girls wio wear appro-
priate sniocks and lew Leeled shoes and
caps ves, there are college girls af
Bloomticld. They are the ones who are
driven by duty or lured by the great ad-
venture of war, beeause, as a rule, if they
have to earn their living they could de
something easier. But there they come
along with Bridget, the Irish laundress's
daughter, and Franeesca, the Italian im-
migrant, all of them together in the great

peated treachery of the Russ, the rapacity
of the Greek fanariots, and they will not
be destroyed by the Tentons, however ad-
verse the outcome of the war may be.

Due to the demoeratie tendencies of the
modern world and the people of Ru-
mania the best system of government
would be one formed on the lines of the
French or Swiss republic.

The frugality of the people combined
with their industry as well as the rich-
ness of the country will help Rumania to
work out her own salvation in a compara-
tively short time.

We shall again hear the shepherd’s
flute as he leads his flock into the valleys
late in the autumn, and see the iron bite
the ground in the spring as the fattened
oxen pull at the plough. The river
fronts of Draila and Galutzi and the port
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of Rumania will permit her to be stran-
gled to death by the Teuton monster.
Such action would be the greatest blun-
der and alienate forever from France
and England the whole of the Balkan

peninsula,

The world will understand that Ru-
mania's separate pence with the Teutons
was not dictated by the same motives as
the peace the Russians made. The world
will understand that Russia’s collopse and
treachery have brought the little isolated
nation to its knees.

It i3 an old economic axiom that an en-
foreed bargain is theft. Whatever Ru-
mania was foreed to sign away when the
Teuton knife was at her threat will be-
come onc of the traditional seraps of
paper.

The future peace of the world demands
that Rumopia keep her former natural

}:fe;sm:ﬂl‘y her port on the Black
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